BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

might walk abroad even with his own wife. What changes
we saw. Limousines glided by, filled with unveiled Iranian
beauties. Men and women jostled one another. Barriers
were down for good, welcomed by the good-looking girls,
upon whose bright-lit faces few men had gazed before.

The authorities recently extended the avenue through
the town, across the main street, destroying houses without
ruth where they impeded the path of progress. At first
the hapless owners received no compensation. Later they
did, if the whole property was swept away. Should only a
part be demolished, the Pahlevi ruled that the value of
the section remaining had become enhanced by proximity
to the new thoroughfare. No compensation was therefore
necessary. During demolition, ancient interiors were
exposed; mysterious lattice windows, dark with much
woodwork and little glass; and tiled and vaulted roofs.

Near one of Riza's new factories we passed an old hollow

chenar tree, said to have been planted by Abbas himself.

As we drove to the Zenduh Rud, the Living River, we saw

the ruins of two old palaces.    In one had lived a Shah, and

in the other his seraglio.    Uniting the two, a bridge, along

which he used to pass on pleasure bent, seemed haunted

by the shade of his solitary figure pacing between the

crumbling ruins in search of former glories.    We visited

the remaining bridges.    The massive arches of the Ali

Verdi Khan Bridge, high and enclosed, and built for Abbas

by his general, Ali Verdi Khan, housed kiosks reminiscent

of old London Bridge.    Giant buttresses, streamlined (yes,

even in those days), broke the force of the water, as they

did in the three-thousand-year-old aqueduct of Sennacherib

at Jerwan.    A spiral way led to the lower level which looked

like huge stepping-stones with roofs over them.    Sluggish

in summer, a roaring torrent in spring and autumn, the

stream has been known to be frozen over in winter.   At

the base of the steps, as though guarding the flow of the

water, lions stood sentinel, brought from their original
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